
The American people hate lame duck sessions because they are usually “stick-it-to-us”
sessions. This year is no exception! Among the laws Congress is attempting to pass is
CEDAW – The UN Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against
Women.

The Senate Judiciary Committee’s Sub-committee on Human Rights and the Law will
hold a hearing to consider ratifying CEDAW on Thursday, Nov. 18th. Calls are urgently
needed to oppose this treaty.

CEDAW is an international treaty drafted by the United Nations in 1979. Although it was
signed by the Carter administration, it has never been ratified by the U.S. Senate. While it was
intended for a good purpose— stopping discrimination against women and girls— ratification
by the U.S. Senate would not provide any greater protections to women and would actually
cause irreparable harm to American sovereignty and to families.

If CEDAW is ratified, it will embolden internationalists to attempt ratification of additional
treaties, including the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which would cause even
greater harm to freedom and parental rights.

We are the only major country to refuse (so far) to ratify CEDAW and for good reason.

Violence against women continues despite ratification of CEDAW.

Pakistan has ratified CEDAW. That's the country where a tribal council ordered a young
woman gang-raped to avenge her brother's crime of being seen with an un-chaperoned woman
from another tribe. Gang rape is common in Pakistan.

Nigeria has ratified CEDAW. That's a country where woman may be stoned to death for the
crime of adultery regardless of whether the sex was consensual.

Saudi Arabia has ratified CEDAW. That's the country where 14 girls died in March when they
were locked inside a Mecca school that went up in flames. Religious police kept rescuers from
entering the building because some of the girls were not wearing their head coverings.

Colombia has ratified CEDAW. That's a country where 35,000 women a year are sold in sex
slavery. The numbers for this particular outrage are even higher in India, Nepal and Thailand,
which have also ratified CEDAW.

Belarus has been chastised for instituting Mother's Day because it stereotypes female roles in
society.

Croatia has been charged with violations for allowing physicians to opt out of performing
abortions for conscience sake.

Since 1999 the UN Committee overseeing compliance with CEDAW has pressured more than
90 countries to liberalize their abortion laws. It has been at the heart of the European Union's
Human Rights Commissions sanctions against Catholic Northern Ireland, pushing it to accept
abortion on demand.



No, American women don't want to be locked into a treaty with those other countries. We want
to stick with the U.S. Bill of Rights.

Please call Arlen Specter immediately and urge him to oppose CEDAW. Explain how
ratification of CEDAW would harm you specifically.

The following senators are on the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee on Human
Rights and the Law. If you live outside PA and your senators are not on the committee, call the
chairman and urge him to oppose CEDAW. Notice the number of lame ducks on this
committee – they were defeated on Nov. 2nd so they have little to lose -- pressure on them must
be intense.

 Richard Durbin (IL), chairman (202) 224-2152
 Russell Feingold (WI) (202) 224-5323
 Benjamin Cardin (MD) (202) 224-4524
 Edward Kaufman (DE) (202) 224-5042
 Arlen Specter (PA) (202) 224-4254
 Al Franken (MN) (202) 224-5641
 Lindsey Graham (SC) (202) 224-5972
 Tom Coburn (OK)—calls not needed—Senator Coburn opposes CEDAW
 John Cornyn (TX)—calls not needed—Senator Cornyn opposes CEDAW

More Information:

United Nation’s webpage on CEDAW http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw

Gail Jarvis's take on CEDAW http://www.lewrockwell.com/jarvis/jarvis101.html

Why CEDAW Equals Abortion Mandates Around the World - National Right to Life's
opposition letter to US Senators in 2009
http://www.nrlc.org/Federal/ForeignAid/SenateCEDAWletter020107.html

International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission pushes CEDAW so that gender
identity may be redefined. http://www.c-fam.org/publications/id.1346/pub_detail.asp

Wonder who supports CEDAW?

ACLU
American Association of University Women
American Bar Association
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith
National Audubon Society
League of Women Voters of the United States
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Planned Parenthood Federation of America
United Methodist Church (GBCS)
United Nations Association of the United States
Women of Reform Judaism


