
Responsibilities of a Poll Watcher 
 

A. Polling Place Regulations 
 

1. The polls open at 7:00AM and close at 8:00PM 
2. Polling place must be handicap accessible 
3. Each candidate is permitted 2 poll watchers—only 1 watcher may be in the 

polling place at a time—each Party is also permitted 3 poll watchers 
4. Poll Watchers must have a certificate from the Board of Elections stating the 

name of the group they are representing 
5. Poll Watchers may not wear or handout any political material while in the 

polling place 
6. Candidates, campaign volunteers and literature must be at least ten feet from 

the polling place 
7. Polling place must be in a single room in plain view of election officials with 

machines facing them 
8. The following must be posted in plain view: 

a. List of people voting by absentee ballot 
b. Sample ballot 
c. Voting instruction cards 

 
B. Challenging a Voter 
 

1. Poll Watcher must challenge the right to vote before the person casts 
their ballot 

2. Reasons to challenge a voter: 
a. Person is pretending to be a registered voter 
b. Already cast an absentee ballot or has been issued one 
c. Person is known to be dead or incarcerated 
d. Person is registered in another precinct 
e. Voter has moved from the precinct more than 30 days prior to election 
f. Has not lived in precinct for more than 30 days 
g. Not a U.S. citizen 
h. Not 18 years old by Election Day. 

3. If a voter meets one of these requirements, notify an Election Official that 
you are challenging the voter 

 
C. Closing the Polls and Counting the Votes 
 

1. After the polls close, only those voters standing in line waiting to vote may 
be permitted to vote 

2. Absentee Ballots should be counted immediately upon the closing of the poll 
3. Judge of Elections should examine the voting list to ensure no person that has 

voted by absentee ballot also voted at the polling place. If someone has, the 
absentee ballot should be marked canceled 

4. Reasons to challenge an Absentee Ballot: 
a. Absentee voter is not a qualified voter 
b. Absentee voter is in his/her voting precinct when polls are open 
c. Absentee voter is in good health and able to vote at polling place 

5. After the absentee ballot has been challenged, the election judge will 
write “Challenged,” on the outside of the ballot. A deposit of $10 is 
required for the challenge as well as an affidavit signed by the poll 
watcher and Judge of Election 

 
 


